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AURA NOTE PREMIER
ONE-BOX SYSTEM £1,500

Premier c

€ €€ © UD

STANDBYO VOLUME

RECOMMENDED

Richard Black discovers Aura’s Note Premler
all-in-one, a £1,500 complete system that’s just
become our favourite one-box solution

ust a couple of issues
ago, we reviewed a
group of one-box hi-fi
systems, concluding
that the best of the breed can give
performance worthy of the ‘hi-fi’ tag.
And still they come: here’s another
such unit, the Note Premier, bearing
the brand name Aura, but made in
Korea by April Music.

Aura may ring bells if you've a
good memory: it was a UK brand
some 15 or so years ago and the
name has been bought-up by a
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Japanese concern which passed
manufacturing to April, but brought
back British industrial designer
Kenneth Grange to provide a certain
look to the kit.

Smart and compact

And the looks are certainly striking.
The front panel is dominated by a
mirror-finish stainless steel panel
with a simple display and what looks
like a black grille sitting beneath —
it’s actually the heatsink for the
power amplifier stage. The top has

SKIP/SEARCH

S DETAILS
PRODUCT:

Aura Note Premier
ORIGIN: Japan/
Korea

TYPE: One-box
hi-fi system
WEIGHT: 8kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
278x96x278mm
FEATURES:

° Qutputs:
loudspeaker
terminals;
headphone socket
(6.3mm); preamp
© Rated power: 50
watts

© USB playback:
MP3; WMA; 0GG
© USB recording:
128kbps MP3

4 or 8ohm
matching
DISTRIBUTOR:
Vivid Audio
TELEPHONE:
01403782221
WEBSITE:
auradesign.co.jp

OO

MODE

more stainless steel and a thick
sliding-glass door over the top-
loading transport. Top-loaders are
rather deluxe, we reckon. Yes, there’s
the puck to put in place, but that
becomes second nature after one’s
played a couple of discs, and frankly
it’s all a much nicer experience than
trays or slot-loaders, and quicker, too.

Feature-packed

And just as much to the point, this
transport saves quite a lot of internal
space. That's important because the
Note Premier (there was once a
plain Note, by the way, though it
hardly made it into the UK) is small
and includes a lot of features. CD,
obviously, but also FM and AM radio,
but no DAB (worldwide, rather few
countries apart from the UK are
going for that in a big way and
internet radio may well prove more
of an issue).

There are also two line inputs, an
optical digital input and two USB
sockets, one each of A-type and
B-type. The former is for USB
memory sticks and iPods, while the
latter connects to a computer,
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allowing digital streaming of audio feed a slaved system in a second
including the aforementioned room. Connections are completed by
internet radio. a proper 6.3mm headphone socket.
Twin USB sockets like that is still a Aura emphasises ease of use in its
rarity, but it does mean the Note publicity for the Note Premier and
ier is significant] flexibl I WHAT MIGHY "ve no quibble with that. With so
Premier is significantly more flexible  roetobethe we've 10 g ith that. Wi
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